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Contact Information

 Kern County Elections Division

 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor, Bakersfield, CA 93301

 Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm 

 Phone: (661) 868-3590

 Fax: (661) 868-3768

 E-mail: candidatefiling@kerncounty.com

 Website: KernVote.com

mailto:candidatefiling@kerncounty.com
https://kernvote.com/


Getting Started

 Complete Candidate Information Sheet

 Can be accessed online: KernVote.com

 Or completed in-person on a lobby terminal at our 
office: 1115 Truxtun Ave, Bakersfield, CA 93301

 Suggested for all candidates-Pick up your nomination 
documents early in the nomination period or visit 
KernVote.com to download your documents.

 At the time of filing, the candidate must state the 
office for which they wish to run and if applicable, 
must pay the filing fee. 

 Filing fees are not refunded in the event the 
candidate fails to qualify.

 Filing fees for Nonpartisan Offices must be paid by 
check and made payable to the Auditor-Controller-
County Clerk. 

 Filing fees for Voter-Nominated Offices must be made 
payable to the Secretary of State.

 The Elections Division team is available to assist you with any 
questions you may have. Contact our office at (661) 868-3590 
or e-mail us at candidatefiling@kerncounty.com.



Where to File Documents 

File directly at the Elections Division, located at:

1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor, Bakersfield CA 93301. 

Candidates may also elect to authorize someone to pick up documents on their 
behalf.  Authorization forms can be found on our website at KernVote.com.

Must file with their City Clerk.  

For a list of City Offices, please refer to our website at Kernvote.com or in our 

handbook. 

City Candidates

County Candidates 



Important Dates 

Declaration of Candidacy & Nomination Period  

July 15th (E-113) to August 9th (E-88) 

*Candidate Statements (optional) must be filed when 

the Declaration of Candidacy is completed.

Declaration of Candidacy and Nomination Paper 

Extension Period (if Incumbent does not file) 

August 10th (E-87) to August 14th (E-83)

Statement of Write-In Candidacy and Nomination 

Paper Period

September 9th (E-57) to October 22nd (E-14)

All proper documents, including wet signature, must be 

returned to the Kern County Elections Division by 5:00 p.m. 

on the deadline of the candidate’s applicable filing period.



Nomination Documents & Declaration of 

Candidacy 

July 15, 2024, is the first day that candidates for district offices can obtain, from the Elections 
Division, forms for declaration of candidacy. The Declaration of Candidacy must be filed no later 
than August 9, 2024 at 5pm.

If an incumbent fails to file a Declaration of Candidacy by 5:00 p.m. on August 9, 2024, then 
there is a 5 - day extension period for anyone other than the incumbent to file a Declaration 
of Candidacy. There is no extension if the incumbent is termed out or it is a vacant office. 

No person shall file nomination papers for more than one district office, including a county 
board of education office, at the same election if there is a conflict of interest.

For more information on conflicting offices, visit fppc.ca.gov.  Our office does not provide legal 
advice.  Please review the candidate handbook for additional information at Kernvote.com



Completing Your 

Candidate Filing Forms



Nomination Papers: 

Circulating, Signing, 

& Filing

 Nomination Papers must be submitted to the County 
Elections Division between E-113 to E-88.

 Circulators of the Nomination Papers must be:

 at least 18 years old

 Signatures must be from registered voters

 Section 2 MUST be completed and signed by the 
person who gathered the signatures (circulator) on 
the petition page. 

 Circulators must print name, residence address, 
including street and number, Month and Day in 
section 2.

 The Elections Division cannot accept any declaration or 
nomination paper unless the Affidavit of Circulator is 
completed in its entirety. Any signature that does not 
match the signature on file in the Elections Division will 
be marked “Not Sufficient”.



Completing the

Ballot Designation Worksheet:

 A Ballot Designation Worksheet must be submitted with documentation 
that substantiates your proposed designation:

 Section 1: Your information (Name, Office running for, etc.)

 Any section that you do not need to fill out please write “N/A.”

 Section 2: You complete if you have legal representation or 
another authorized person making decisions on your behalf. 

 Section 3: Place your proposed designations. Up to 3 
professions, vocations, occupations separated by a slash (/) for a 
single designation.

 If you have entered alternate ballot designations, please see 
Pages 2-3 of this form.

 The title of your public office.

 “Incumbent” if you were elected to your current public office 
and seek election to the same office.

 “Appointed Incumbent” if you were appointed to your current 
elective public office and seek election to the same office.

*Remember, it is your responsibility to justify your proposed ballot designation 
and to provide all requested details.



Ballot Designation 

(Continued)
 Section 4: Provide justification for your use of the 

Designation provided in Section 3. If you used 
multiple professions, vocations, or occupations in 
your designation, you must provide justification 
for EACH one: 

 Example:

 Designation: Lawyer/Educator

 First box of Section 4 would be used to 
justify the use of “ Lawyer.” (I practice law 
during the day.)

 The second box of Section 4 would be used 
to justify the use of “Educator.” ( I teach 
law courses at BC.)

 You must provide the contact information of a 
person who can verify the information.

 If you do not need to fill out any section of Page 2, 
please write “N/A” on every line of Section 4.

 You must answer Yes/No to each question and 
initial on the line. Please note that a “Yes” 
answer will most likely lead to a rejection of 
your ballot designation. 

Make sure that 

you complete the 

questions on this 

page and initial



Ballot Designation

(Continued) if one or 

more Alternate Ballot 

Designation is provided.

▪ Complete sections A and B if you have 

entered alternate ballot designations in 

section 3.

▪ Again, If you have multiple professions, 

vocations, occupations listed, you must 

provide justification and a contact person 

for EACH one.

▪ If you do not have alternate ballot 

designations, the top of the page must be 

initialed.



Ballot Designation Examples 

Acceptable

• Incumbent

• Businessman 

• Attorney

• Retired 
Teacher

• Police Officer

• Pastor

• Mother/Father

Unacceptable

• Veteran

• Founder

• Activist

• Taxpayer

• Honorary 
Peace Officer

• Specialist

• Wife/Husband

*Designations are merely examples and do not encompass all possible 

designation options.



Candidate Statements (optional) must be 

completed when filing Declaration of 

Candidacy



Declaration of 

Candidacy
Section 1: The office the candidate is running for, and the 
candidate’s name will be auto-generated on the form at the 
time of filing.  This form will be issued in our office when 
filing.

Section 2: Name to appear on the ballot along with ballot 
designation (candidate must complete their own.)

• Ballot designation requested.

• If a candidate chooses not to have a ballot 

designation, they must initial the red box on the right 

of page 1 of this form.

• Initial on the red line if you have a character-based 

name.

Section 3: Candidate to select contact information to be 
made public. This information will be published on the 
Notice to Candidates and online on the Certified List of 
Candidates at Kernvote.com

• Mailing, Residence or Business Address

• Telephone

• Website

• Email

      



Declaration of 

Candidacy (Continued)

Section 4: If the candidate is an incumbent of 

any public office it needs to be listed here.  

All candidates need to sign the Qualifications 

section.

Section 5: Oath of Office to be administered 

and signature of candidate must be 

completed.

Section 6: Elections Official to complete the 

Jurat.



Campaign 

Filing Forms 



Where To File Forms 

County Candidates

Electronic Filings:
https://netfile.com 

Paper Filings: 
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Ave, 1st Floor, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

City Candidates

City Clerk’s Office

State Candidates

 Secretary of State 
 Political Reform Division
 1500 11th St, Room 495
 Sacramento, CA 95814

* Please visit FPPC.ca.gov for more information

https://netfile.com/


Form 700: Statement of Economic Interest Form

The Conflict-of-Interest provisions of the Political Reform Act 

of 1974, as amended, require that certain candidates file a 

Statement of Economic Interests no later than the final filing 

date for Declaration of Candidacy.

All Candidates are required to file a Form 700, with the 

exception of candidates for US Senate and Congress (§87200-

87201, Gov. C.).

Candidates must disclose interest in real property and 

investments as of the date of filing. A person elected to office 

will be required to file annual statements while in office 

(§87201, 87203, Gov. C.).



Form 501: 
Candidate Intention Statement 

All candidates 
must file before 

soliciting or 
receiving 

contributions.

Candidates for 
local office file 
with the local 
filing office.  

Candidates for 
state office file 

with the Political 
Reform Division.



Form 470: Office Holder/Candidate Campaign 
Statement – And – Form 470 Supplemental

Candidates who do not 
anticipate raising or 
spending $2,000 or 
more during the 
calendar year, and do 
not have an open 
committee may file on 
or before E-88.

If later during the 
calendar year, the 
candidate raises or 
spends $2,000 or more, 
a Form 470 Supplement 
and a Form 410 must 
be filed. 



Form 410: Statement of Organization

A recipient committee must 
register with SOS and file 
form 410 within 10 days of 
reaching the $2,000 
threshold.

File original form with SOS 
and send a $50 payment 
payable to Secretary of 
State.

File a copy with the local 
filing office.

Personal funds used to pay 
candidate filing fees and 
ballot statement fees are 
not counted toward 
threshold.

An experienced treasurer is 
recommended.



Form 460: Recipient Committee Campaign Statement

Candidates who have 
raised/spent $2,000 or more 
file the Form 460. The Form 

410 (Statement of 
Organization) must also be 

filed once $2,000 or more has 
been raised/spent.

Refer to FPPC’s Filing Schedule 
for deadlines to file:

- Pre-election Statements 

(2 prior to election)

- Semi-annual Statements 

(2 per calendar year)

To terminate a committee, file 
a Form 460-T with the Elections 
Division. State Committees file 

with SOS.

File Form 410-T with the 
Political Reform Division. 



Form 497: 24-Hour Contribution Report

Contributions 
received from a 

single source 
that total in the 

aggregate of 
$1,000 or more, 
received E-90.

State filers file 
forms 

electronically 
with Secretary 

of State. 
 

Local filers file 
forms with the 

local filing 
office either 

electronically, 
personal 
delivery, 

guaranteed 
overnight 

delivery, or fax. 



Form 496: 

24-Hour 

Independent 

Expenditure 

Report

Primarily Formed Committee that makes an 
independent expenditure of $1,000 or more, 
within E-90.

This form is due within 24 hours if made in the 
90-day, 24-hour reporting period of the 
candidate’s or measure’s election.

State filers file forms electronically with 
Secretary of State – Political Reform Division.

Local filers file forms with local filing officer 
either electronically, personal delivery, or fax. 



AB 571: Campaign Contribution Limits 

www.fppc.ca.gov

Establishes a contribution limit for city and county 
elections, equal to the state legislative limit, and is 
regulated and enforced by the FPPC.

Visit www.fppc.ca.gov to view the FPPC’s AB 571 Fact 
Sheet, Contribution Limits and the State’s 2021 
Contribution Limit Chart.

As of 1/1/2021, Campaign contribution limits have 
changed with enactment of AB 571. 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/


Kern County 

Elections Division

Electronic Filing 

Campaign Disclosure 

File your FPPC Campaign Financial Reports Online 
24/7

No charge to the Candidate or Committee

Keep track of all your contributions and 
expenditures on one site 

To get started, contact: 

Kern County Elections Division at

Phone: (661) 868-3590 or 

E-mail: elections@kerncounty.com



Where To Access Forms And 
Campaign Disclosure Manuals 

https://www.fppc.ca.gov Advice@fppc.ca.gov

Fair Political 

Practices Commission 

Website: 
https://www.fppc.ca.gov 

For technical questions: 

(866) 275-3772 or

E-mail: 
Advice@fppc.ca.gov 

https://www.fppc.ca.gov/
mailto:Advice@fppc.ca.gov


Voter Data Requests 

 To purchase voter registration information, follow the link: Product & Services  

Kern County, CA - Elections (kernvote.com) 

 It will be necessary for you to do the following:

 Complete the Application

 Pay the fee for the items ordered

 Show proper identification

 Information obtained will be used ONLY for Election, Scholarly, Journalistic, 

Political or Governmental purposes as defined by Elections Code Section 2194. 

 You must further agree NOT to sell, lease, loan, or deliver possession of the 

registration information, a copy thereof, or any portion thereof, in any form 

or format, to any person, organization or agency without FIRST received 

written authorization from the Secretary of State to release such registration 

information.

https://www.kernvote.com/election-data/product-services
https://www.kernvote.com/election-data/product-services


If you have any questions, 

contact us at:

 Phone: (661) 868-3590

 E-mail: candidatefiling@kerncounty.com

 Website: KernVote.com

 

mailto:candidatefiling@kerncounty.com
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