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Notice

 This overview is intended to provide general information for candidates and 

committees and does not have the force and effect of law, regulation, or rule.  

It is distributed with the understanding that the Kern County Registrar of 

Voters is not rendering legal advice.  This overview is not intended to 

substitute legal counsel for the individual, organization, or candidate using it.  

In the event of conflict, the law, regulation, or rule will apply.

 The Registrar of Voters recommends that prospective candidates obtain legal 

advice to assist in complying with the applicable California laws.
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Available Resources

 Election Calendar

 Candidate Guide

 Candidate List

 FPPC Website

 California Secretary of State



Offices up for Election

 Voter Nominated Offices

Top two candidates from the Primary Election will move forward to a runoff in the 

General Election.

 US Senate

 US Representative

 State Senate

 State Assembly

 Local nonpartisan offices

 County Offices



If one candidate does not receive a 50% +1 vote in 

the Primary Election, the top two will move forward 

to a runoff in the General Election.
Majority Vote (50% + 1) to Win in Primary

 Example: A candidate must receive more than half of all votes cast to win outright.

 Scenario: 

 Total votes: 10,000

 Candidate A: 5,100 votes (wins with 50% + 1)

 Candidate B: 3,000 votes

 Candidate C: 1,900 votes

 Result: Candidate A is elected in the primary—no general election needed

Top-Two Primary

 Example: The two candidates with the most votes advance to the general election, regardless of 
party. 

 Scenario: Total votes: 10,000

 Candidate A: 4,000 votes

 Candidate B: 3,500 votes

 Candidate C: 2,500 votes

 Result: Candidate A and B move on to the general election.



Where to File Documents 

City CandidatesCounty Candidates 

Must file with their City Clerk. Please refer to our website at 

Kernvote.com or in our handbook for city contact information. 

➢ Auditor-Controller-County Clerk

➢ Assessor

➢ Superior Court Judge

➢ Supervisor

➢ Treasurer-Tax Collector

File directly at the Elections Division, located at:

1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor, Bakersfield CA 93301

*Candidates may also elect to authorize someone to pick up 
documents on their behalf.  Authorization forms can be found on 
our website at KernVote.com.



Getting Started

 Potential Candidates should do the following:

 Review the Candidate Guide.

 Candidate guide can be found on KernVote.com.

 Review the list of offices up for Election.

 List can be found in the Candidate Guide or on our website.

 Review qualifications for office or in the candidate guide.

 Candidate qualifications for Federal and State offices is available on the 

California Secretary of State’s website at sos.ca.gov.



What’s in the Candidate Guide?

 Filing Fee – based on annual salary of the office.

 Nomination signature requirements.

 Total in-lieu signatures required to waive the entire filing fee.

 Candidate statement cost.



Important Dates 

Declaration of Candidacy & Nomination Period  

February 9th (E-113) to March 6th (E-88) 

Candidate Statement Period for Voter Information 

Guides 

February 9th (E-113) to March 6th (E-88)

Statement of Write-In Candidacy and Nomination 

Paper Period

April 6th (E-57) to May 19th (E-14)

All proper documents must be returned to the Kern County 

Elections Division by 5:00 p.m. on the deadline of the 

candidate’s applicable filing period with a wet signature.

Signatures in Lieu of Filing Fee Period

December 19th (E-165) to February 4th (E-118)

Judicial Candidates Declaration of Intent

January 26th (E-127) to February 4th (E-118)



Completing 
Your 
Candidate 
Filing Forms



Candidate Filing

 At the time of filing, the candidate must declare the office they intend to run 
for and, if required, pay the applicable filing fee.

 Nomination Petition- Some offices require a candidate to obtain and file 
nomination signatures as part of the qualification process.  The number of 
required signatures depends on the office sought. The non-refundable filing 
fee is paid when the candidate requests the official nomination petition form

 Signatures In-Lieu of Filing Fee Petition (SIL) – For offices that have a filing 
fee, candidates have the option to obtain signatures in-lieu of the filing fee.  
SIL petition forms are available at no cost.  Each valid signature will count 
toward the nomination signature requirement. Monetary credit for each valid 
signature will be applied toward the filing fee. The amount is based on the 
office sought. If the entire filing fee is not covered by SIL, the remaining 
balance will be collected when you file your Declaration of Candidacy form or 
upon requesting a Nomination Petition Form.

 What is considered a valid signature?

 Registered voters with a residential address, city, zip code and signature 
comparable to the voter’s signature on their registration record.



Candidate Forms

 The following forms are available online at Kernvote.com:

 Candidate Information Form

 Ballot Designation Worksheet

 Candidate Statement Form

 FPPC Forms

 The following forms must be completed in the Elections 
office: 

 Signatures in Lieu (if applicable)

 Declaration of Candidacy

 Qualification Statement

 Contribution and Expenditures Limits

 At the time of filing, the candidate must declare the 
office they intend to run for and, if required, pay the 
applicable filing fee.

 Filing fees for Nonpartisan Offices must be paid by 
cash, check/money order and made payable to the 
Auditor-Controller-County Clerk.

 Filing fees for Voter-Nominated Offices must be paid 
by check/money order payable to the Secretary of 
State.



Signatures in Lieu

➢ Registered voters 

should print and sign 

in this section along 

with resident address 

and city. Signatures  

must be comparable 

to their signature on 

file to be accepted.

➢ A Circulator is 

required to be 18 

years of age. 

➢ Circulators must print 

name, residence 

address, including 

street and number, 

Month and Day in 

section 2.



Nomination Papers

 Nomination Papers must be submitted to the County 
Elections Division between E-113 to E-88.

 Signatures must be from registered voters in the 
District.

 Any signature that does not match the signature on 
file in the Elections Division will be marked “Not 
Sufficient.”

 Circulators of the Nomination Papers must:

 Be at least 18 years old;

 Complete Section 2 and must be signed by the 
person who gathered the signatures (circulator) on 
the petition page;

 Print name, residence address, including street and 
number, Month and Day in section 2.

 If additional copies are needed, please print both 
front and back of the Nomination Paper.

 The Elections Division cannot accept any declaration or 

nomination paper unless the Affidavit of Circulator is 

completed in its entirety.



Judicial Candidates Only

Declaration of Intent

 Judicial candidates are required to file 

a Declaration of Intent during the 

filing period. 

 Declaration of Intent filing period is E-

127 to E-118.



Judicial Candidates Only
Declaration of Intent

 If an incumbent judge does not file 

during this period, anyone other than 

the incumbent may file during the 

extension period.

 Declaration of Intent Extension E-117 

to E-113

 Period for any person, other than the 

incumbent, to file Declaration of 

Intent, if the incumbent failed to file 

a Declaration of Intent by the filing 

deadline.



Judicial Candidates Only

 Judicial candidates are exempt from listing their residence address on official 

candidacy forms.  

 The elections official will add “Verified by Kern County Registrar of Voters” in 

the residence field.  The candidate, however, may request their residence 

address to be listed in the residence field.

 A mailing address must be provided when a residence address is not listed.  

 A residence address may need to be listed on “Internal Use Only” forms.

Declaration of Intent 

 Non-Incumbents - Must provide a printout from the State Bar of California 

showing continuous 10-year history or proof of having served as a judge of a 

court of record in California. 



Ballot Designation

 A ballot designation appears directly below the candidate’s name on the ballot and should be your 
current profession, vocation, or occupation.

 You may use one of the following options:

 Incumbent: If you are running for the same elective office you currently hold, you may use Incumbent as your 
ballot designation.  The designation Incumbent cannot be combined with any other words.

 Appointed Incumbent: If you are running for the same elective office to which you were appointed to fill a 
vacancy, you may use Appointed Incumbent. The designation Appointed Incumbent cannot be combined with 
any other words. 

 Elective Office: The title of your elective office you hold at the time of filing nomination documents. 

 3 word Profession/Vocation/Occupation (PVO): No more than three words designating your current principal 
profession(s), vocation(s), or occupation(s) or your principal profession, vocation, or occupation within the 
proceding calendar year. If using more than one PVO, separate each designation with a slash mark.

 Community Volunteer: A person whose substantial involvement of time and effort performing service for or on 
behalf of a governmental agency, educational or charitable institution, educational or religious organization as 
defined by Internal Revenue Code section 501(c)(3) without profiting monetarily.  The activity or service is the 
sole, primary, main or leading professional, vocational, or occupational endeavor. This designation cannot be 
used with any other designation and the candidate cannot be engaged concurrently in another principal 
profession, vocation, or occupation.

 Judicial Office: Please see EC 13107 regarding ballot designations for judicial offices.

Domingo Zepeda

Rancher

Brandy Kozy

Business Owner

Maria Cachu

Information Technology

Write-In



Completing the

Ballot Designation Worksheet:

 Candidates have the choice to include a ballot designation, but it is 
entirely optional.

 A Ballot Designation Worksheet must be submitted with documentation 
that substantiates your proposed designation:

➢ Any section that you do not need to fill out please write “N/A” 
on the line provided;

➢ Section 1: Your information (Name, Office running for, etc.);

➢ Section 2: Complete if you have legal representation or another 
authorized person making decisions on your behalf; 

➢ Section 3: Place your proposed designations. Up to 3 
professions, vocations, occupations separated by a slash (/) for a 
single designation;

*Remember, it is your responsibility to justify your proposed ballot designation 
and to provide all requested details.



Ballot Designation

 Section 4: Provide justification for your use of the 
Designation provided in Section 3. If you used 
multiple professions, vocations, or occupations in 
your designation, you must provide justification 
for EACH one.

 Example:

 Designation: Lawyer/Educator

 First box of Section 4 would be used to 
justify the use of Lawyer. 

 Justification would be “I practice law 
during the day.”

 The second box of Section 4 would be used 
to justify the use of Educator.

 Justification would be “I teach law 
courses at BC.”

 You must provide the contact information of a 
person who can verify the information.

 If you do not need to fill out any section of Page 2, 
please write “N/A” on every line of Section 4.

 You must answer Yes/No to each question and 
initial on the line. Please note that a “Yes” 
answer will most likely lead to a rejection of 
your ballot designation.

This section must 

be completed



Ballot Designation

If one of more Alternate Ballot Designation is 
provided:

➢ Complete sections A and B if you have entered 
alternate ballot designations in section 3;

➢ If you have multiple professions, vocations, 
occupations listed, you must provide justification 
and a contact person for EACH one;

➢ If you do not have alternate ballot designations, 
the top of the page must be initialed.

If the candidate’s proposed ballot designation is not 
accepted, the SOS or our office will contact the 
candidate. The candidate will have three days 
excluding Saturdays, Sundays and state holidays, from 
the date they receive notification, to provide a 
revised designation that complies with Election Code 
13107.



Acceptable Ballot Designation Examples 

Professions

➢Businessman 

➢Attorney

➢Teacher

➢Police Officer

➢City of Bakersfield 
Firefighter

➢County of Kern 
Sheriff

➢Nurse

➢Accountant

➢Electrician

➢Veterinarian

➢Photographer

➢Pilot

Vocations

➢Pastor

➢Mother/Father

➢Community 
Volunteer

➢Dental Hygienist 

➢Computer Technician

➢Pharmacy Technician

➢First Responder

➢Paralegal

➢Cosmetology

➢Fashion Designer

➢Gamer

➢Network 
Administrator

Occupations

➢Warehouse 
Supervisor

➢Farmer/Rancher

➢Actor

➢Barber

➢Programmer

➢Graphic Designer

➢Physician

➢Real Estate Agent

➢Business Owner

➢Dentist

➢Librarian

➢Retired Teacher

➢Chef

Office Holders

➢Incumbent

➢Appointed Incumbent

➢Kern Community 
College District 
Member of Trustee 
Area 3

➢Southwest 
Healthcare District 
Director 

➢Bakersfield 
Councilmember Ward 
5

➢City of Arvin Mayor

➢City of Tehachapi 
Treasurer

➢City of Delano City 
Clerk

*The designations above are merely examples and do not encompass all possible designation 

options.



Unacceptable Ballot Designation

 Ballot designations would be unacceptable if:

 It would suggest an evaluation of a candidate.

 Abbreviate the word retired or places it following any word or 
words that it modifies.

 Ret. Police Officer 

 Police Officer, Retired

 Uses “former” or “ex”

 Uses a title or degree

 Would mislead the voter

 Honest Businessman

 Best Teacher

 Uses the name of a political party

 It uses words referring to a racial, religious, or ethnic group

 Refers to any activity that is prohibited by law

 Examples of Unacceptable Ballot Designations

 Veteran

 Founder

 Activist

 Taxpayer

 Honorary Peace Officer

 Specialist

 Wife/Husband

 Concerned Citizen

 Scholar

 Patriot

 Philosopher

 Reformer

 Pioneer

 Philanthropist

 Expert



Candidate Statements

➢ Filing a Candidate Statement is optional.

➢ Candidates for Federal, State, County office, 

school or special districts can submit statements 

electronically to 

candidatefiling@kerncounty.com or in office 

in the Elections Division.

➢ Candidates for City office must file their 

candidate statement with the City Clerk’s 

office.

➢ Statement costs are available in the candidate 

handbook.

➢ The Elections Division does not proof candidate 

statements. It is the candidate’s responsibility 

to proof grammar and punctuation.

mailto:candidatefiling@kerncounty.com


Candidate Statements

 The deposit must be collected at the time the Declaration of Candidacy is 

filed.  

 Candidate statements must meet the formatting guidelines to be included in 

the County Voter Information Guide.

 The statement must be in standard paragraph, no bullets, numbering, or lists.

 The statement must not exceed the word limit.  Please see the Word Counting 

Guide to determine word count.

 Once submitted, the statement cannot be revised unless requested by the 

Registrar of Voters.

 Email to candidatefiling@kerncounty.com in the subject line please put in the 

following format: Candidate statement – Last name, First name.

mailto:candidatefiling@kerncounty.com


Candidate 

Endorsements

 Use of an endorsement in a 

candidate statement requires 

written authorizations from the 

endorser. A copy of the signed 

authorization must be submitted 

with the Candidate Statement.



Candidate Endorsements Examples

 “I am endorsed by County Supervisor John Doe, Senator Jane Smith, and the 

League of Women Voters.”

 We would require an email, facsimile, or copy of the letter of endorsement from 

Supervisor John Doe, Senator Jane Smith, and the League of Women Voters to 

allow these endorsements to be printed in the Voter Information Guide.

 “I am endorsed by police, firefighters, nurses, and teachers throughout Kern 

County.”

 We would not require verification of the endorsement because the statement does 

not identify a specific individual or organization.



Declaration of 

Candidacy
This form will be issued in our office when filing 
or with the candidates authorized representative

Section 2: Name to appear on the ballot along with 
ballot designation:

➢ Ballot designation requested.

➢ If a candidate chooses not to have a ballot 

designation, they must initial the red box 

on the right of page 1 of this form.

➢ Initial on the red line if you have a 

character-based name.

➢ Section 3: Candidate to select at least one 
contact to be made public. This 
information will be published on the 
Notice to Candidates running in the 
election on the SOS website and online in 
the List of Candidates at Kernvote.com.

➢ Public information subject to change.

      



Declaration of 

Candidacy (Continued)

➢ Section 4: If the candidate is an 

incumbent of any public office, it needs 

to be listed here.  All candidates need to 

sign the Qualifications section.

➢ Section 5: Oath of Office to be 

administered and signature of candidate 

must be completed.

➢ Section 6: Elections Official to complete 

the Jurat.



Campaign Filing Forms 



Fair Political Practices Commission
Forms

➢ 700- Required for all state and local candidates. This form must be submitted to our office by the 

filing deadline with a wet signature

➢ 501 – Candidates for state or local office must file for each election including incumbents seeking 

reelection.

➢ 470 – Candidates who do not have a controlled committee and do not anticipate 

spending/receiving $2,000.



Fair Political 
Practices Commission

Campaign Committees 

 410 – Any officeholder, candidate, or 
organizations that spend or raise 
contributions totaling $2,000 or more 
in a calendar year.

 Original 410 and filing fee are filed 
with the California Secretary of State. 

 A copy of the 410 must be provided to 
the Elections Office. 



Fair Political 
Practices Commission

460 and 497

➢ 460 – Required for all recipient 
committees, including candidates, 
officeholders and their controlled 
committees who have raised or spent 
$2,000 or more in a calendar year.

➢ 497 – State and local committees who are 
making/receiving contributions where the 
combined total is $1,000 or more 90 days 
before an election or contributing $5,000 
or more to support/oppose the 
qualification of a local ballot measure. 

➢ Follow the FPPC Filing Schedule 

➢ Post Election – Terminate the committee 
or continue to file the 460 semi-annually 
and the 497, as necessary.



Kern County 

Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance

Chapter 2.130

Establishes contribution limits and voluntary 
expenditure ceilings for candidates and for the 
controlled committees of candidates. 

Refer to Chapter 2.130 of the Kern County Municipal 
Code for more information.  



AB 571: Campaign Contribution Limits 

www.fppc.ca.gov

Establishes a contribution limit for city and county 
elections, equal to the state legislative limit, and is 
regulated and enforced by the FPPC.

Visit www.fppc.ca.gov to view the FPPC’s AB 571 Fact 
Sheet, Contribution Limits and the State’s 2021 
Contribution Limit Chart.

As of 1/1/2021, Campaign contribution limits have 
changed with enactment of AB 571. 

http://www.fppc.ca.gov/


Where To File Forms 

County Candidates

Electronic Filings:
https://netfile.com 

Paper Filings: 
Kern County Elections Division
1115 Truxtun Ave, 1st Floor, 
Bakersfield, CA 93301

City Candidates

City Clerk’s Office

State Candidates

 Secretary of State 
 Political Reform Division
 1500 11th St, Room 495
 Sacramento, CA 95814

* For campaign filing forms please visit FPPC.ca.gov

https://netfile.com/


Voter Information

 The Registrar of Voters offers a wide range of products and services for candidates 
including, voting history, GIS Maps, street indexes, and Vote by Mail Voter lists.

 To purchase voter registration information, follow the link: Application for 
products and services.

 It will be necessary for you to do the following:

 Complete the Application;

 Pay the fee for the items ordered;

 Show proper identification.

 Allow two (2) working days for all requests.

 Information obtained must be used ONLY for Election, Scholarly, Journalistic, 
Political or Governmental purposes as defined by Elections Code Section 2194.

 You must further agree NOT to sell, lease, loan, or deliver possession of the 
registration information, a copy thereof, or any portion thereof, in any form or 
format, to any person, organization or agency without FIRST received written 
authorization from the Secretary of State to release such registration information.

https://www.kernvote.com/home/showpublisheddocument/15823/638533463953600000
https://www.kernvote.com/home/showpublisheddocument/15823/638533463953600000


If you have any questions, 

contact us at:

 Kern County Elections Division

 1115 Truxtun Avenue, 1st Floor, Bakersfield, CA 93301

 Office Hours Monday – Friday 8am – 5pm 

 Phone: (661) 868-3590

 Fax: (661) 868-3768

 Phone: (661) 868-3590

 Fax: (661) 868-3768

 E-mail: candidatefiling@kerncounty.com

 Website: KernVote.com

 

mailto:candidatefiling@kerncounty.com

	Default Section
	Slide 1: Candidate Filing Overview
	Slide 2: Notice
	Slide 3: Candidate Filing Overview   
	Slide 4: Available Resources
	Slide 5: Offices up for Election
	Slide 6: If one candidate does not receive a 50% +1 vote in the Primary Election, the top two will move forward to a runoff in the General Election.
	Slide 7: Where to File Documents 
	Slide 8: Getting Started
	Slide 9: What’s in the Candidate Guide?
	Slide 10: Important Dates 
	Slide 11: Completing Your Candidate Filing Forms
	Slide 12: Candidate Filing
	Slide 13: Candidate Forms
	Slide 14: Signatures in Lieu
	Slide 15: Nomination Papers
	Slide 16: Judicial Candidates Only Declaration of Intent
	Slide 17: Judicial Candidates Only Declaration of Intent 
	Slide 18: Judicial Candidates Only 
	Slide 19: Ballot Designation
	Slide 20: Completing the Ballot Designation Worksheet:
	Slide 21: Ballot Designation
	Slide 22: Ballot Designation
	Slide 23: Acceptable Ballot Designation Examples 
	Slide 24: Unacceptable Ballot Designation
	Slide 25: Candidate Statements
	Slide 26: Candidate Statements
	Slide 27: Candidate Endorsements
	Slide 28: Candidate Endorsements Examples
	Slide 29:  Declaration of Candidacy
	Slide 30: Declaration of Candidacy (Continued)
	Slide 31: Campaign Filing Forms 

	Untitled Section
	Slide 32:      Fair Political Practices Commission
	Slide 33: Fair Political Practices Commission
	Slide 34: Fair Political Practices Commission
	Slide 35: Kern County  Campaign Finance Reform Ordinance Chapter 2.130
	Slide 36: AB 571: Campaign Contribution Limits 
	Slide 37: Where To File Forms 
	Slide 38: Voter Information
	Slide 39: If you have any questions,  contact us at:


